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Michael Harle is the President / CEO of Gaudenzia, Inc., one of the largest freestanding chemical dependency and mental health treatment and prevention systems serving Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware, dedicated to helping people achieve long-term recovery from the ravages of drug and alcohol abuse.  Mr. Harle began his career in 1973 as a chemical dependency counselor at Gaudenzia House Philadelphia.  Shortly after, he helped develop drug and alcohol treatment programs in three state correctional institutions in Pennsylvania.  He received his Master’s Degree in Human Services from Lincoln University in 1978 and holds a certificate in Non-Profit Management from Harvard University Business School.  

Mr. Harle has over 40 years experience in the substance abuse/mental health field.  He has served as a human service consultant to government, industry and labor organizations and implemented specialized diversified treatment programs for women and children, homeless populations, adolescents, people with HIV, criminal justice clients and co-occurring mental health problems, as well as prevention programs for children.  In his tenure at Gaudenzia, he has done extensive work with correctional institutions, inmates, state Medicaid populations and Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers.     

As President of the Gaudenzia Foundation, a separate not for profit organization, he has supervised public and private capitated behavioral health managed care plans, the State Employee Assistance Program in Pennsylvania, and the Arcelor Mittal Steel Employee Assistance Program. The foundation also operates a Training Institute that trains over 2,300 people annually.  Additionally, he inspired the creation of Gaudenzia Center for Higher Education, aimed at growing the pool of accredited professionals within the addictions treatment field.  Gaudenzia Foundation also operates transitional and permanent housing programs.  Mr. Harle has published research in the area of homelessness prevention and substance abuse.
He is currently Treasurer of the World Federation of Therapeutic Communities (WFTC).  He is immediate past president of Treatment Communities of America (TCA), a past chairman of the board and current chairman of the public policy committee of the Drug and Alcohol Services Providers Organizations of Pennsylvania (DASPOP), Chairman of the Board of the Pennsylvania Recovery Organizations Alliance (PRO-A), the past president of the PA Alliance of Drug and Alcohol Organizations and past president of the Philadelphia Alliance of Mental Health/Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Agencies.  

Michael Harle has been a paid consultant to the US Department of Health and Human Services and Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT) on various treatment, recovery, and managed care issues.  He has also been a paid consultant for the Pennsylvania Department of Health to help develop and implement client placement criteria.  Mr. Harle has been a paid consultant to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) as it relates to co-occurring, mental heath and substance abuse disorders. 

Mr. Harle has testified before Congress as well as state and local legislative bodies as it relates to public policy for mental health, HIV and chemical dependency.
