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A D D I C T I O N  T R E AT M E N T  &  R E COV E R Y  S E R V I C E S

In 1968 in Philadelphia, community leaders and individuals in
recovery recognized that people suffering from addiction were unable
to find help. They invited professionals from Daytop Village in New
York, an agency committed to the Therapeutic Community modality
of treatment, to create a residential treatment program. Gaudenzia 
was founded, as a nonprofit mutual support community.
The program took in mostly heroin addicts, sheltering and

sustaining them while living free from drugs and alcohol. Most of 
the clients had no ability to pay for treatment. Gaudenzia depended
upon day-to-day contributions of food and clothing from the
community to make ends meet.

Continued on page 2.

Celebrating Gaudenzia’s
50th Anniversary 

As Gaudenzia’s expertise and
reputation grew, it was invited into 
more and more communities. Since 
its founding in 1968, it is estimated 
that more than 200,000 individuals 
have been admitted into treatment 
at Gaudenzia.
Today, the agency is nationally

recognized as a premier provider 
of high quality treatment for diverse
populations. Continuums of care 
are offered by Gaudenzia spanning
detoxification, inpatient, outpatient,
aftercare, education, job readiness
and housing. Virtually anyone in need
can access help for their substance use
disorder at Gaudenzia. The agency now
operates 161 programs at 90 locations 
in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware 
and Washington, DC.
Throughout 2018, activities 

and events are planned to showcase
Gaudenzia's evolvement into an 
industry leader. Please join us!

Welcome, 
Mr. Chairman!

Following are Phil’s responses to questions
posed recently about his vision for the agency.

How did you get involved with Gaudenzia?
In 1989, a friend of mine worked as an administrative
assistant at Gaudenzia. One evening, she commented
to me that she needed to visit a site under construction
the next day to check the progress yet she had no
construction experience. At that time, I was looking to
give back to the community but didn't know where. 
As an architect, this seemed a good fit and I offered
my services. Shortly after, I joined the board. 

What are Gaudenzia’s greatest strengths?
The passion for helping those in the throes of
addiction. I have been impressed by the commitment
of the board and the staff – from the executive level to
the employees at the facilities. Through the 28 years 
I have been involved with Gaudenzia, everyone brings
that passion every day. We also are very focused 
on a strong and full continuum of care. Even after
completing a program, we are a support for our clients.
We offer a treatment process that provides support, 
life skills and responsibilities for our clients that
reinforce the treatment outcomes and prepare them
for a life of recovery. We operate transitional housing
that provides support and a stable living environment
for those who have recently completed treatment. We
have relationships with a number of colleges to help
our clients obtain associate, bachelor’s or graduate
degrees.

On December 14, 2017
Phil Jordan was elected
Chairman of the
Gaudenzia, Inc. 
Board of Directors.
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What do you foresee will be
Gaudenzia’s most important
challenge?
We need to treat as many people 
as we possibly can and we need to 
have the funds to accomplish this. We
are in the midst of a huge opioid crisis
as abuse of other drugs and alcohol
continues. Most of our funding is from
federal, state and local governments.
With the economics and politics of
government, the funds can be fluid from
year to year. Smaller budgets translate
to less beds for treatment or shorter
stays. We don't turn away anyone
seeking treatment and we are always
fighting for our clients to get the length
of treatment they need. Every year, the
management's herculean efforts make
this work.

How do you envision 
Gaudenzia five years from now?
I see an organization that actively 
and proactively treats drug and 
alcohol addiction. We will continue 
to be committed to providing the best
treatment options for our clients as 
we develop synergies between our
organization and others. We have
already established a working
relationship with a number of local law
enforcement agencies to be their
resource when dealing with drug
addiction. We are developing "Warm
Handoff" relationships with hospital
emergency rooms. We provide support
to school districts to educate young
people to the dangers of drugs and
alcohol at a critical period in their lives
and we can be a ready resource for the
schools to provide support to students
in need, whether it is treatment for
themselves, a friend or family member.
It has been shown through studies that
every dollar spent on treatment can
save the public a minimum of $7 to
$10*. Education in the avoidance of
drugs can result in additional savings
for the public that can go to treating
others. Since only 10% of those
needing treatment actually get it, there
will be no shortage of individuals
needing our services.

Phil Jordan continued from page 1.

GAUDENZIA

Ball
The 49th anniversary of Gaudenzia's
founding was marked recently by regional
Gaudenzia Ball events. At each Ball, clients
depicted aspects of their recovery through
lively skits, music and dance. Gaudenzia
Balls were held in Harrisburg on December
7, Erie on December 8, Philadelphia on
December 9 and Baltimore on January 20.

 

*Editor’s Note: Gaudenzia’s recent cost benefit analysis of a 42 bed facility saved the
state of Pennsylvania $8 million over a 5 year period. Our next issue of the Gazette 
will highlight similar cost saving initiatives.
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OPEN 
HOUSE

Tioga 
Family
Center

On January 11, Gaudenzia's
Tioga Family Center was
formally dedicated in
Philadelphia in the presence
of community and business
leaders, project funders,
partners, project residents,
neighbors, Gaudenzia
Board members, alumni 
and staff. The facility
provides 24 units of
permanent affordable
housing for families in
recovery with on-site
comprehensive support
services. To make this 
$9.7 million project possible,
Gaudenzia received Low
Income Housing Tax Credits
from PHFA; City funding from
HOPP; FHLB AHP funding
from Pittsburgh, New York and
Boston; a construction loan
from Citizens Bank and grants
from the Connelly Foundation
and TD Bank.

It takes a village!

In the photo above, from left:
Andy Frishkoff, Executive Director, Philadelphia LISC; Philadelphia Mayor 
James Kenney; Brian Hudson, Executive Director and CEO, PA Housing 
Finance Agency; Tobe Amsterdam, Gaudenzia Foundation Board Member; 
Mike Harle, Gaudenzia President and CEO; Teresa R., Resident, Tioga Arms
Apartments; Sharif Street, State Senator; Kelvin Jeremiah, President and CEO,
Philadelphia Housing Authority; Phil Jordan, Chairman, Gaudenzia, Inc. 
Board of Directors; David Buches, Community Investment Manager,
FHLBank Pittsburgh; Geoff Brandon, Senior Regional Vice President, TD Bank; 
Toni Montier, Gaudenzia Eastern Region Housing Director; Daniel L. DiBona, Jr.,
President, Prestige Abstract Corporation.
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SITE
VISIT
On January 10, 
Delaware Senator 
Stephanie Hansen
visited Fresh Start.

Kim Jones, Intake Specialist
and Senator Hansen.

On February 15, clients and staff at Gaudenzia Erie, Inc. recognized first
responders from the City of Erie Police Department and EmergyCare with
personalized “Thank You” cards and commemorative plaques.

From left are: Jason Kisielewski, Community Affairs Manager; Sergeant Stan Tuznik, 
City of Erie Police Department; Bob Bearfield, Referral Development Manager; 
and Harry Latta, Operations Supervisor at EmergyCare.

Erie First Responders

Press Conference at Highmark Delaware
On February 26,
Highmark Delaware 
held a press conference 
in Wilmington,
spotlighting five recipient
agencies funded this year
for their efforts in the
state to combat the 
heroin and opioid crisis.
Representing Gaudenzia
was (3rd from the right)
Perry Patel, Chief
Operating Officer.
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B’more 
Healthy Expo

Kiwanis
Club Gift

On a bitterly cold winter day 
in March, Baltimore Mayor
Catherine Pugh spoke with
Chesapeake Region Marketing
Director Roy Jordan at the B’more
Healthy Expo about Gaudenzia's
treatment and recovery services.

Members of the Kiwanis Club of the
Lititz Area generously provided a
donation that will be used to provide
care for the women and children in
residence at Vantage in Lancaster.
Karen Plowman, Prevention Specialist
at Vantage, standing far left in center
row, gratefully received the very
thoughtful gift.

REMEMBER
WHEN?
Photo of the 1978 
Gaudenzia Ball, held 
in "the theatre" at 
West Chester campus. 
The building is now known as The Nelson Education Center.

From the archives...



6 G A U D E N Z I A  G A Z E T T E A P R I L  2 0 1 8 www. g a u d e n z i a . o r g

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS
Building a Legacy of Recovery

To learn more about 
setting up a Charitable 
Gift Annuity or to make 
a one-time donation of
appreciated stock, 
please contact: 
Gadi Aronson, 
Director of Development
(484) 497-9220 x2650
garonson@gaudenzia.org

The Haverford Trust
Company is proud 
to be a lifesaving
partner of Gaudenzia.

* Neither Haverford nor its
representatives provide tax or 
legal advice. Consult with your
tax advisor or attorney regarding
specific issues.

EHR Go-Live 

Following months of planning and training,
Gaudenzia's Electronic Health Recording
(EHR) and Billing Technology Enhancements
has been activated and is in the process of
going live across the agency. The project
required meticulous coordination among
Gaudenzia's clinical, medical, financial,
information technology and training
professionals, while balancing their existing
workloads. The new EHR system represents a
significant investment by Gaudenzia, allowing
the agency to integrate advanced technology
systems in all aspects of record-keeping and
billing abilities.

On February 20, Gaudenzia EHR project senior professionals, implementation consultants and experts from Netsmart, gathered to monitor
and trouble-shoot the Go-Live day at the Corporate Office in Norristown.
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In the months preceding the EHR Go-Live, 60 Super-Users from across Gaudenzia were trained
by Netsmart on the EHR technology.

In the summer of 2005 I was compelled 
to check myself into Gaudenzia’s Fountain
Springs substance abuse treatment program
after my probation officer and Children
and Youth Services had learned that I had
relapsed after accumulating a little bit of
clean time in recovery. My options were: 

go to prison and lose your children or go into treatment and work harder
at my recovery.  
I would like to say it was an easy choice to make – but as those who

know the nature of addiction, it will strip you of all rationale and void 
you of any emotional attachment to anything or anyone. The instinct 
of self-preservation is hijacked, and harm and danger become par for 
the course so that the addict can preserve his or her high.
During my first 60 days in treatment I was extremely bipolar. Even

when I was in a group meeting trying to have a good day, out of the blue,
my attitude would just go south. Finally, the staff and the other residents
decided it was time to call out my behaviors – and that day is when my
recovery really started. 
I began to take an honest assessment of my life and what it had become.

I began to take personal responsibility for my behaviors and allowed others
to help me. My big sister became a source of strength for me. I successfully
completed the program in January of 2006 and it was one of my greatest
achievements. 
Since completing Fountain Springs, I graduated from college, became a

Certified Recovery Specialist and volunteer as an advocate for individuals
who need a helping hand. I get to travel the country and share my story of
hope with other recovering individuals and use my time and talents in my

place of worship. In 2014 while I was on the
Community Corrections Board for Gaudenzia,
Paula Ruane, Gaudenzia’s Central Region
Director, had discovered I had successfully
completed Fountain Springs. She encouraged 
me to become a Gaudenzia graduate.
To become a graduate I had to write a bio 

of myself and what I have been doing since being
in recovery. My recovery sponsor had to write 
a letter concerning the quality of my recovery.
My employer at that time had to write a letter
concerning my character and my work ethic and
I had to get a letter from Fountain Springs stating
I had successfully completed the program and
then those documents were evaluated before
I was approved for graduation. It was an awesome
feeling to be amongst other Gaudenzia graduates
during the ceremony. 
Gaudenzia affords people like myself and

thousands of others to live a quality of life we
could never have imagined. I am so grateful to 
be afforded the opportunity to live two lives in
one lifetime.
I now work for Gaudenzia’s DELTA

Community program as the Transitional Housing
Case Manager to assist single-parent, homeless
families obtain clean, affordable, permanent
housing.

Yolanda F., GraduateSpotlight
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

GET HELP
help@gaudenzia.org

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT US
communityaffairs@gaudenzia.org

MAKE A 
PLANNED GIFT
legacy@gaudenzia.org

UPDATE NAME 
OR ADDRESS
gazette@gaudenzia.org
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Follow us online! 
www.facebook.com/gaudenziaorg 

www.twitter.com/gaudenzia

Proclamation received 
from Pennsylvania 
Governor Tom Wolf
in honor of Gaudenzia's 
50th Anniversary 
celebration in the
Central Region, held
in Harrisburg on 
March 28.

Please forward address changes to:
Gaudenzia Gazette 
106 W. Main Street, 
Norristown, PA 19401
fmeis@gaudenzia.org
Production costs of this issue 
have been paid by the employees of Gaudenzia through the 2017 Staff Appeal


