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Gaudenzia Celebrates
2002 Graduation

n the tradition of honoring Gaudenzia’s clients who

have successfully completed treatment and achieved
one-year sobriety, the agency held annual graduation
ceremonies in the Eastern (Philadelphia area) and
Central (Harrisburg area) regions this summer. A total
of 122 men and women celebrated living free from
drugs and alcohol during these ceremonies.

Central Region

A total of 28 men and women were honored during
the central region graduation ceremony on Saturday,
June 29, 2002 at Willow Valley Resorts in Lancaster.

Phyllis Adams was awarded the status of honorary
graduate for her eleven years with Gaudenzia Fountain
Springs as a counselor. Phyllis consistently draws on
personal experience to be a role model to the residents
of Fountain Springs and is truly a mentor to the clinical
staff of Fountain Springs.

State Representative, Katie True, Project
Administrator for the Office of Pennsylvania Senator
Robert Jubelirer delivered the keynote address that
inspired and praised the graduates for their
achievements. Representative True remarked, “My
hope is that you each will take the lessons you have
learned and be strong advocates in your own
communities for drug and alcohol treatment funding
and drug prevention awareness.”

Eastern Region

On June 15th, Gaudenzia’s eastern region celebrated
their 2002 graduation at the Pennsylvania Convention
Center in Philadelphia. This year 94 men and women
graduated from the eastern region programs. Lillian
Rey, Philadelphia Drug Czar, delivered a very moving
and inspirational keynote speech to this year’s
graduates, guests and staff.

“You are to be congratulated for what
you have accomplished. It is a great
honor for me to be part of such a
special occasion in your personal lives.
I can only wish you the best for all of the
future endeavors that you encounter.”

—Lillian Rey

This year’s honorary graduate status was awarded to
Darnell Wilkerson of the Office of Mental Health for
his dedication to Gaudenzia and commitment to the
field of mental health.

Following the ceremony, the guests and graduates
enjoyed dinner and were addressed by Gaudenzia
graduate Cheryl D. who spoke of her experiences
during treatment at Gaudenzia. After her address, the
graduates and guest continued to celebrate by dancing
the night away.
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L to R: Jill Frey, Lisa Kelleher, Paula Kiernan, and seated

Florence Paige.
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